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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                  
                                                    
                                                 

 

MARSHALL ISLANDS 

Law Enforcement:  Customs 

Agreement effected by exchange of notes 
at Washington July 9, 2002; 

Entered into force July 9, 2002. 



The Department of State refers to recent discussions 

between the Department and the Embassy of the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands regarding customs laws and regulations 

governing the arrival and departure of yachts used and employed 

exclusively for pleasure at the ports of the United States and 

the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 

United States law, as implemented by the United States 

Customs Service regulations, authorizes the issuance of a 

cruising license to a yacht of a foreign country if yachts of 

the United States are allowed to arrive at and depart from such 

foreign country and to cruise in the waters of its ports without 

entering or clearing at the customhouse thereof and without the 

payment of any charges for entering or clearing, dues, duty per 

ton, taxes or charges for cruising licenses. 

The Embassy of the Republic of the Marshall Islands has 

informed the Department that the Republic of the Marshall 

Islands has enacted Regulations for Private Yachts Cruising 

Permit, as amended. These Regulations authorize the issuance of 
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a cruising permit to a yacht of a foreign country if yachts of 

the Republic are allowed to arrive and depart from ports in such 

foreign country and to cruise in the waters of such ports 

without entering or clearing at the customhouse thereof and 

without the payment of any charges for entering or clearing, 

dues, duty per ton, tonnage, taxes or charges for cruising 

permits, pursuant to a reciprocal agreement between the Republic 

and such foreign country. The Embassy of the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands has further informed the Department that the 

laws of the Republic of the Marshall Islands shall not require 

yachts of the United States to obtain departure clearance from a 

port of entry upon departure from the Republic for so long as 

the U.S. yacht holds a valid Marshall Islands cruising permit. 

The Department of State therefore proposes that the 

Government of the United States and the Government of the 

Republic of the Marshall Islands enter into an agreement 

extending to yachts of the other country the reciprocal 

privilege of arriving at and departing from their ports and of 

cruising in their waters without entering or clearing at the 

customhouse thereof and without the payment of any charges for 

entering or clearing, dues, duty per ton, tonnage, taxes, or 

charges for the cruising license, subject to completion of the 

appropriate administrative procedures and approval by the 

appropriate authority in each country. Any vessel holding a 
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cruising license shall be used exclusively for pleasure and 

shall not engage in trade nor violate the laws of the country 

issuing the cruising license in any respect. Nothing in this 

agreement shall be construed to exempt yachts of either country 

or any persons or items aboard such yachts from any other legal, 

regulatory, or administrative requirements or procedures. 

The Department of State further proposes that this note and 

the Embassy's reply thereto shall constitute an agreement 

between our two Governments which shall enter into force upon 

the date of your note in reply. 

Department of State, 

Washington, .iv~ 

--~ 



EMBASSY OF TBE BEPUBLlC OFTlm MA:RQALLISIANDS 
2433 Mamc:buseusAvenuc, N.W., · · 

• Wasbio,ron,. I>.C. 20008 
'Icl. # (202) 234-S414 
Fu: #(202) 232.3236 

No.34/2002 

the 1:mt,as5y ofth~ Republic:. of~ McshalJ Is1mds bas the honot to acknowi~ your 

Diplomatic Nme dared J'll!le- ::!6, 200~.recamrneoding tbc Itepubli~ of th~ Marshall Islands and 

tht Umied Star.es enter iJuo an aereaneut whic;b would. grant rccipax:11 ~ pcmlit. 

prlvilep m United Stnte.s and Mamball Islamds pleasure yachts. Since lbc ~ of ~pIQCSl 

auw,g pc:rJDiI prlvikges will be mum:ally ~Glal to both natiOJJS and~ straigt:bea. 

~ betweeo the two countries, \be Repulllic of the Marshall Islands is pltaSed ?O eJliet mu> 

~ !!lands Jaw, u implem.cntccl'bytbc Marshall ls}!IJlds Regulmcns For Private 

YachtS Cruismg Peanit (43 MlRC.. dzap=~). ~ tl:ifl issuance o! a cnusing licenso 10 a 

yacht o!a foreign coonuy ifyachts-oftbe ~ lslands are allowed 1q.mi1r~ at and depal't 

from such fomgn country and to avise in the watcis of irs pons without ~tering or cleadni at 

,he CU3t0Xahouse tberao! and w.itb.qai 1be pQme.nt of any ~s fbr cnt~s ar clearing, dues, 

duty per ton, t:txcs or chai:ges mr cru:i;ri:ag licenses. 

Siuc:e the Unmd States QDQJm, Scr,kc . .regulations would be~· tlii> s~ tip and 

protections to Marshall Islands p1asure yachls visitiug pons of c:all m Iha? oDited Smra, lhc 

Embassy o!the Republic of the~ Isia.nds ag,:=s illith the ~ept of State1 s ptoposal 

inarthe 0oY'eXDI])cm oftbc UniiQf. S-=s aa41be Government oftbe Rq:roo!ic ot'the ManbA.ll 

Islands ema: into an agreement ex~ to yachfs off.be other country.the. t'eciprocal pmrilege 

of miviag at and departing froJXI. !heh: ports and of auising jn ibeir wat~ withouumedn,g or 
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olearipg at the cusromhouse thereof a:ild withom the payment o! any charges f,.,r entering or 

clc:a:rin& du:s, duty per ton, tonnage_. wees, or charges fOT w c~ising lk~. subject to 

completiQn of the appropriatie admirnsnati.ve proeedute:s. and .apriroval by the ~ppropriate 

authority in each country. ln addttioo. the Marshall ~ands aud the 'linired St::1-tes agree not to 

require a yachI mat ha5 received a wlid CIUising pc:miit to obtain departure clearance from a port 

of cnay u:poi. departure from the Uni~d States or Marsball. Isla11ds. AJJ.y ves~el holding a 

ctUUing liceri.;e .chall be ll!l<?.d e~dusive]y for pleasure and shall not engag~ in trade uor viol~~ 

the .laws of the coun1zy issuing the~ lic.cJ1Se in any respect. Nothing~ this agreement 

$hall be constnled to exempt yachls of either co'll!)1Iy or any petsons or ite01~ aboard such.yachts 

from any other legal, resulatozy, or a4mimstrativc requirements or proced~s. 

The Embassy of the Republic of the Mard!all Islands agrees with lhcrDepamnent of. 

~·~ proposal that 'this Note along with lbe Note ~tted by the Dep~ of State' 

tecomme.nd.a.tion of the United StateS, tho -agr.eemli;ll will enter into force ~n th1: dale o! 1bb 

Note of reply, which is 9 July 2002. 

Oeparotleat of SWe 
Washington: D.c. 

July 9. 2002 
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